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children with deported or detained parents. These children experienced financial, 
food, and housing hardships in addition to behavioral changes such as chang-
es in eating and sleeping habits and higher degrees of fear and anxiety (Chaudry  
et al. 2010). The Obama administration promised a more compassionate approach 
to enforcement that would focus on felony criminal offenders. In 2011, 396,906 
immigrants were deported—the largest number in the history of Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement. Fifty-five percent were convicted of felonies or misdemeanors 
(U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 2011).

During 2013–2014, there were an estimated 61,581 unaccompanied alien chil-
dren entering the United States, an increase of more than 23,000 over the previous 
year (refer to Figure 3.3). The majority of children and families were from the Cen-
tral American countries of Honduras, El Salvador, and Guatemala. Dan Restrepo 
and Ann Garcia (2014) attributed the increased flow of children to “the interrelated 
challenges” of regional violence and poverty that adversely affect residents of these 
countries. The surge of immigration by unaccompanied children was called a cri-
sis, a humanitarian issue, and a threat to border security. U.S. House Republicans 
argued that the increase was due to the lack of border enforcement and to the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) (refer to solutions discussion on 
p. 86). Restrepo and Garcia (2014) noted that the United States was not alone in 
experiencing the immigrant influx, as the immigrant surge also occurred in Mexi-
co, Panama, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Belize. The flow of immigrants had been 
increasing since 2011. 
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Figure 3.3  Number of unaccompanied alien children by fiscal years 2009–2013 

SOURCE: U.S. Customs and Border Protection 2014. 


